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NOTE FROM THE CHAIR

Dear Readers,
The next FEMM committee meeting will take place on Thursday 8 June 2017.
The two main topics of the meeting will be violence against women and women’s
economic empowerment. 
On combating violence against women the Committee will host a hearing on the
situation of gender-based violence in the Western Balkans and Turkey. The hearing
will set up the appropriate framework for the consideration of the amendments to the
draft interim report on the EU accession to the Council of Europe Convention on
preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence. After the
approval of the signature of the Convention by the Council on 11 May FEMM

Committee keeps monitoring the accession procedure through the draft interim report whose amendments are going to be
considered. On women’s economic empowerment the Committee will assess the participation of a delegation of FEMM MEPs in
the 61th session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women. The session was devoted to the economic empowerment of
women. The mission was useful in the framework of the draft report on Women’s Economic Empowerment in the Private and
Public Sectors in the EU. The Committee will consider the amendments tabled to the draft report. Related to the economic
empowerment of women is the vote on the mandate for the trilogue on the EU budget for 2018. In fact, the draft opinion highlights
the need to fund programmes supporting women’s entrepreneurship as way to improve the economic independence of women.
Stay with us and follow our meetings via the Webstream!

Violence against women in the Western Balkans and Turkey - FEMM-DROI Exchange of
views with enlargement delegations

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM) will organise, jointly with the
Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI) and the European Parliament’s delegations to Albania,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Kosovo, Montenegro,
Serbia and Turkey, an exchange of views on the rights of women in the enlargement countries.
The discussions will focus on “Violence against women in the Western Balkans and Turkey”. The
invited experts will share an overview about the current state of affairs about the situation of
women in the Western Balkan countries and in Turkey and the ongoing efforts to stop all forms of
violence against women.

Link to the Event

The EU accession to the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating
violence against women and domestic violence - Consideration of amendments

The draft report highlights that the EU accession will provide a coherent European legal framework to prevent and
combat violence against women and gender-based violence. It will bring about better monitoring, interpretation and
implementation of EU laws as well as better collection of comparable disaggregated data at EU level. Furthermore,
the Convention puts emphasis on prevention by actively promoting a change in attitudes and behaviours and
combat gender stereotypes and sexism.
 

The document, elaborated by LIBE and FEMM co-rapporteurs, recalls Member States to enforce the Convention
and allocate adequate financial and human resources to preventing and combating gender-based violence and to
the protection of victims. 318 amendments have been tabled to the draft report.
Link to the procedure

http://www.newsgate.ep.parl.union.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/common/banners/2016_directorate_c_femm_newsletter_v01.png
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/
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Women’s Economic Empowerment in the Private and Public Sectors in the EU -
Consideration of amendments

The draft report, whose rapporteur is Ms Anna Hedh (S&D/Sweden), aims to clarify the human rights,
equality and economic justifications for new measures needed to improve women’s economic
empowerment and provides suggestions for concrete tools and actions to tackle barriers to women’s
economic empowerment. These include improved work-life balance, wage mapping, gender quotas, gender
equality plans, equal pay for work of equal value and the importance of collective agreements and social
partners. The draft report has also been informed by the FEMM Mission to the UN CSW, which also
followed the theme of women’s economic empowerment. 225 amendments were tabled.
Link to the procedure
 
 

Mandate for the Trilogue on the EU Budget 2018 – Vote

The draft opinion, which Draftsperson is Ms Constance Le Grip (EPP/France), outlines the priorities for the
2018 budgetary procedure. They include the use of gender budgeting, sufficient funding for the Daphne
specific objective and a separate budget line for each specific objective of the Rights, Equality and
Citizenship Programme. The rapporteur also calls for funding to be allocated to programmes supporting
women’s entrepreneurship, including SMEs created and led by women to ensure and encourage access for
women to loans and equity finance, and highlights the need of attracting more women into STEM and ICT
sectors. 30 amendments were tabled.
Link to the procedure

UN CSW 61st session of the Commission on the Status of the Women - mission report 2017

From 20 to 24 March 2017 a FEMM delegation participated in the 61st session of the UN
Commission on the Status of Women. The priority theme of the 61th session was “Women’
s economic empowerment in the changing world of work”. The programme of the
delegation included a meeting with Mr António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United
Nations. The European Parliament also organised a side- event entitled “European
Parliament as a partner in the economic empowerment of women”. The speakers in the
event involved MEPs and the Permanent Representative of the Republic of Malta to the
UN.

The next FEMM committee meeting:

Tuesday 20 June 2017, 09.00 - 12.30

Monday 26 June 2017, 15.00 - 18.30
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